
RESULTS
From June 2023-March 2024, 200 FSWs were included: 101 CGW and 99 TGW 
        
          30 (34,4%) TGW and 2 (3%) CGW had known HIV diagnosis.

        4 TGW and 1 CGW learned about their HIV diagnosis at baseline.

        Of the 163 without HIV, 19 were already on PrEP at baseline,  

          16 TGW and 3 CGW.  
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PrEP persistence among a cohort of female 
sex workers in Argentina

BACKGROUND 
● Oral PrEP was implemented in Argentina in 2021. 
● Female sex workers (FSW) face substantial 

barriers to accessing HIV prevention services, 
including PrEP. 

OBJECTIVE 
● To assess the PrEP persistence and associated 

factors among FSW.

METHODS
● MAS por Nosotras is a prospective cohort of FSW, 

conducted at a NGO in Argentina, built through 
collaboration with the Ministry of Health of Buenos 
Aires City, and a Canadian research team,  to 
evaluate the sexual and reproductive health of FSW.

● Each visit included collection of psychosocial and 
medical information, including HIV testing. 

● PrEP was offered to those testing negative. 
● PrEP persistence= The time to 

first-PrEP-discontinuation. 
Persistence probabilities were estimated through 
Kaplan-Meier curves for participants starting PrEP 
at-or-after study enrolment. 
Factors associated with PrEP discontinuation were 
analyzed using logistic regression models. 
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Figure 1:  PrEP persistence curve according to gender 
The median follow-up time was 4.3 months (IQR:1-10.5). Among the 71 FSWs 
who initiated PrEP, 22 (31%) persisted. 
Bivariate analysis: CGW had higher risk of PrEP discontinuation than TGW 
[OR: 0.97 (0.77-1.22), p=0.04]. 

Table 2: 
Multivariate 
analysis: The 
probability of PrEP 
discontinuation 
was higher among 
those who used 
substances [OR: 
1.59 (1.12-2.27), 
p=0.01] and those 
who knew about 
PEP [OR:1.49 
(1.06-2.10), p=0.03].

CONCLUSIONS
● Persistence on PrEP was 

low among females sex 
workers. Substance use 
and previous knowledge 
of PEP were associated 
with PrEP 
discontinuation. 

● Further research to 
improve PrEP persistence 
among females sex 
workers, with a 
gender-focus-approach, 
as part of a 
comprehensive HIV 
prevention package is 
warranted.
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Table 1: Characteristics of participants initiating PrEP

CGW
n=42

TGW
n=29

p

Age (years; median- 
IQR)

38 
(34-47)

26 (24-36) <0.001

History of STIs n (%) 7 (20%) 16 (57%) 0.002
Substance use in the 
previous year n (%)

20(57%) 20(83%) 0.034

PEP knowledge n (%) 12 (29%) 4 (14%) 0.2

PEP use n (%) 3 (7,1%) 1 (3,4%) 0.6
PrEP knowledge n (%) 9 (21%) 15 (52%) 0.011

PrEP use n (%) 2 (4,8%) 1 (3,4%) >0.9
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